Pre-assignment for Crime & Cyberspace (Internet)

Guest Lecturer: 
Robin Hubbard (email: Ryh352@mizzou.edu) 
Due Date: 

Wednesday, April 4, 2008, 5: 15 pm

Instructions
1. Read the article, Rape in Cyberspace.

2. Scan/skim the other three readings using the discussion questions below to identify important concepts and trends

3. Be prepared to share your answers to the discussion questions with a brief, “start-up” written assignment designed to identify our common understandings before launching into lecturette and discussion
Readings
1. Rape In Cyberspace www.juliandibbell.com/texts/bungle_print.html
2. Background & Context http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Rape_in_Cyberspace 

3. The Dark Side of the Internet http://mysite.du.edu/~soa/ 

4. An article or news brief of your choice from the Computer Crime Research Center (http://www.crime-research.org/). CCRS is a NGO (non-government organization) dedicated to scientific research of computer and cyberspace crime. 
Discussion Questions for  Criminal Justice Students
1. What is the legal definition of rape in most U.S. jurisdictions? Was a crime committed in the first article? If so, what was the crime? If no crime was committed should the act(s) described be criminalized?

2. What characteristics of the Internet (cyberspace) make it attractive to criminals?  Are there parallels in the physical world (geospace)?
3. Compare and contrast similarities and differences between Internet-mediated crimes and “traditional” crimes?  Are computer crimes the same as cyberspace crimes?
4. From a law enforcement basis, what makes Internet-mediated crimes difficult to investigate, prosecute, and prevent?  What makes Internet-mediated crimes easier to investigate, prosecute, and prevent?

5. What is the concept of the Internet/Cyberspace--Organized Crime synergy?  Are there other theoretical or empirical parallels in the criminal justice literature?
5. What do you want to know about Internet crimes or criminal justice by the end of the class session?
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